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SUBJECT: 


'A  Sugar  Review  and  Preview"    Information  from 
The  Office  of  Marketing  Services,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture 
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Sugar  has  moved  in  the  white  glare  of  the  spotlight  for  some  months  now  be- 
cause the  supplies  are  low  and  demand  is  high.    Let's  trail  our  sugar  supply  all 
the  way  hack  to  its  various  sources.    Perhaps  along  the  way  we'll  find  the  an- 
swers to  some  of  our  questions. 

As  you  prohahly  know.... only  ahout  one-fourth  of  our  sugar  is  grown  in  the 
1+8  states.    So  when  the  war  started  our  sugar  troubles  "began,  too.    Not  only  the 
United  States,  hut  our  allies  were  cut  off  from  sugar  in  the  Pacific  areas.... 
except  from  Hawaii.    And  likely  many  more  months  will  pass  before  most  of  the 
Pacific  producers  will  ship  sugar  to  us  again. .. .even  from  the  Philippines. 
In  the  meantime,  our  allies  who  were  formerly  dependent  on  home  grown  sugar  and  o> 
sugar  from  the  Pacific  have  had  to  obtain  some  of  their  sugar  from  the  Caribbean 
area.... That  means  less  sugar  for  the  United  States.    With  less  sugar  to  buy  on 
the  world  market  and  more  people  to  buy  it,  our  national  supplies  have  gradually 
dwindled. 

But  Americans  are  not  easily  discouraged.    At  any  rate,  we  used  1+50,000  tons 
more  sugar  for  home  canning  purposes  last  summer  than  we  actually  needed  for  the 
food  we  put  up.    With  the  money  to  buy  it  and  the  appetites  to  eat  it,  we  probably 
used  some  of  that  canning  sugar  for  cookies,  lemonade  and  the  like. 

Well,  this  summer  we  have  practically  no  reserve  stocks  of  sugar  to  fall 
back  on.    Unfortunately  Cuba  has  suffered  from  the  worst  drought  in  87  years.... 
The  sugar  crop  in  Cuba  was  900,000  tons  short  of  expectations. 
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When  you  add.  all  those  facts  together  you'll  find  that  the  United  States 
-***has  the  least  sugar  she's  had  since  the  last  war.    Our  sugar  reserves  probably 
can't  be  rebuilt  until  19^7  •    Fortunately,  more  sugar  beets  were  planted  in 
the  United  States  this  year.... but  not  enough  to  balance  other    shortages  and 
we  can't  expect  much  improvement  in  supply  for  many  months. 

Having  reviewed  and  previewed  the  sugar  picture  we  know  now  what  to  look 
for.    And  since  it  won't  be  sugar. . .let' s  investigate  other  possibilities  that 
might  satisfy  in  some  measure  that  desire  for  something  sweet. 

If  you  go  open-minded  into  a  grocery  store  looking  for  foods  that  contain 
sugar  you'll  be  pleasantly  surprised.    Your  first  stop  will  be  at  the  fresh 
fruit  counter  where  you'll  probably  find  a  wide  variety  of  fruits  with  a  natural 
sugar  content.    Peaches,  watermelon,  cantaloupe  and  grapes  are  four  exceptionally 
sweet  fruits.    You  may  find  apples,  apricots,  pears  and  many  others  if  you  shop 
in  a  fruit  market. 

As  you  go  your  rounds  of  the  grocery  store,  you're  likely  to  find  molasses, 
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corn  syrup,  sorghum  or  even  maple  syrup  or  honey.    On  another  counter  you  may 

locate  a  few  prepared  deserts,  custards  or  gelatin. 

Occasionally  when  you  can't  get  granulated  sugar  you  can  find  a  little 

brown  sugar  which  adds  a  delightful  butterscotch  flavor  to  cereals  and  desserts, 

On  another  counter  you  usually  can  locate  a  few  dried  fruits  such  as  prunes 

and  raisins.    They  have  a  natural  sweetness  that  will  help  to  extend  the  sugar 

content  of  your  meals. 

Nearby  the  dried  fruits  the  grocer  usually  displays  shelves  of  marmalade 

and  Jellies.    You  may  not  always  find  the  variety  you  want,  but  if  it's  sweetening 

you're  looking  for,  here's  a  good  source. 

With  those  suggestions  to  put  you  in  a  sweet  frame  of  mind  take  a  jaunt 

through  you  market  and  make  a  mental  note  of  your  opportunities  to  make  the 

best  of  the  sugar  shortage, 
8-6-^5  # 


f 


